Iraq has been involved in several conflicts during the last five decades. The period between 2003-2015 witnessed a dangerous and highly unstable security situation in Iraq resulting in a huge number of civilian fatalities. Accordingly, the work load was also increased on the staff of the Medico-legal Directorate (MLD) of Iraq, which houses the only forensic medicine center for performing autopsies in Baghdad. The present report provides descriptive, statistic, and some demographic data of the total number of deaths during the period 2003-2015 and post-conflict period in Iraq.
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Results showed that the total number of civilian dead bodies brought to the MLD for performing autopsies during the period 2003-2015 was 95,902, with an average of 7322.46 deaths per year with a mild fluctuation in the total number of deaths over all the years. The median value was 6,408 deaths. A marked elevation in the number of deaths was observed between 2004-2007 and 2014-2015 . The highest number of causalities (16, 867 ) was recorded in 2006, while the lowest number was in 2008 (4,063). Known to unknown and male to female ratio was 3.185 and 4.010, respectively. This study intends to highlight the challenges and achievements of the MLD during the conflict (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) (2013) (2014) (2015) and post-conflict period. The case load and identification issues presented the most important challenges for the staff at the MLD with rather limited facilities and co promised infrastructure.
after the war in Iraq was a difficult and complicated task [4] . Many attempts were made to ascertain the total number of civilian deaths during (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) (2013) (2014) (2015) 
Materials and Methods

Introduction
Iraq has been involved in many major conflicts during the last 50 years, some with neighboring countries (1948, 1973 and 1980) and others internally (1991, 2003 and 2014) . Enormous numbers of fatalities are often caused by wars [1] [2] [3] .
Decades of conflict have left Iraq's infrastructure and healthcare facilities devastated [4] [5] [6] . In addition, the deterioration of security resulted in many kinds of crime such as robbery, organized crimes, assassinations, and kidnap- of death and issuing the death certificate [10] [11] . All those tasks were performed in daily routine work according to standard protocols using all the available resources and techniques [12] [13] [14] . Various parameters and techniques were used for the purpose of identification. These included fingerprints, visual identification based upon imaging data, DNA profiles, personal belongings, anthropological examination, and in some cases, dentition [12] [13] . At the morgue in the Dead Investigation Department, all unidentified dead bodies at the time of their arrival were either identified by their families directly or after long time in the Missing Persons Department with the aid of images and DNA analysis.
Once identified, unknown dead bodies were registered with their full names and other identification details on the basis of document records. Despite the heavy work load and compromised facilities, all identification tasks were carried out according to international standard protocols and wellrecognized post-mortem human identification procedures [11] [12] [13] [14] .
The data was carefully collected, cross-checked, uploaded onto the computer and analyzed using Microsoft Office Excel.
Results
The main objective of this study was to estimate the total number of civilian deaths during the 2003-2015 war and the period after. Table-1 Total 
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Discussion
The present report shows a considerable civilian death toll of 95,902 over a period of 13 years (2003-2015) with an average of 7,377 deaths per year (Table-1 
Conclusion
The data presented in this report reflects the agony and Further studies are needed to identify and discuss the leading causes of death in detail in relation with many parameters like age, sex, type or mode of death among civilian victims of the Iraq war.
